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A Word from the President. . .

As Cantoncelebratests bicentennialyear it is a goodtime to reflectuponsomeof the Land
Trust'saccomplishmentsand what, with your support,we might accomplishin the future.
Sincethe Land Trustwasformedin 1972,1,413acreshave beenpresered asopenspace;10
trails have beenbuilt, and more are planned;the Trailblazers,a studentadventuregroup, has
beenformed;aweb site(cantonlandtrust.gy hasbeencreatedandalooseleafTrail Guidehas
beenpublished. Noneof this could have beendonewithout extremely generousionationsof
land from a few farsightedpeople;the financialhelp from stateopenspacegrants;and most
importantly the support,financially and otherwise,of our members. However, we cannotbe
complacent.Much moreneedgo be done:landneeddo be presered, trails to be made. And

it cannotbe donewithout your continuingsupport. Financialsupportis alwaysvital to ary

non-proft organization put soalsois verbalsupport-betweegou andyour childrenor grand-
children,yourandyour neighborspr you andtown officials or your staterepresentaties. Talk
up theLandTrustandthe pleasureyou've hadfrom hiking its trails. Or knowing thatsomeof

Canton'srural charmhasbeenprotectedfor the beneit of future generations. Or the great
importanceof openspaceo putbalancento ourlives. Supportalsocomesn theform of vol-

unteering:working on trails; helping with property maintenancepffering to be a property
stevard, adoptingoneparcelof propertyandcheckingit regularly; taking photographgor dis-

play or addingto thoseon our web site andcontrikuting articlesto our newsletterandmore.

Thankyou for all thatyou have doneto supportthe CantonLand Trustfinancially, but please

keepin mind all the othervolunteemossibilitieswhenyou becomea member And theimpor-
tanceof promotingthe Land Trustthroughoutthe Town.

Betty Stanley



Dinner Reminder!

You shouldall bein receiptof our invitation to the first Annual MembersDinner on TuesdayApril 18
at La Trattoria. A cashbaranddinnerwill befollowedby a much-anticipatedialk by Dr. RobertThorson,
Professomf Geologyat the University of ConnecticutMusic will be provided by SweethearMountain
(Arlene DeMarisand SeanMacDonald).

The Land Trust owesits thanksto Collinsville Savings Societyfor underwritingthe expensedor our
invitations,andto Hinman's Flower Shopon the Greenfor the contritution of thelovely flowersfor our
centerpieces.

For thoseinterestedn attending pleasecall eitherJoannePierce(693-1509r Betty Stanlg/(693-2074)
for resenations.

A Financial Overview

Becauseof the continuoussupportof its membersthe Land Trust hasbeenableto acquireandpresere
beautifulopenspaceproperties.lt is thegoalof thelandtrustto make all of its propertiesavailable,through
the creationandmaintenancef trails, for the enjoymentof all, bothyoungandold.

Membershipsecevedin 2005 of $17,985weredown slightly from the $18,102recevedin 2004. Other
contritutionsrecevedin 2005,excluding land andgrantsfor land acquisition,of $38,659weredown sig-
nificantly from the $60,822recevedin 2004. Includedin othercontribtutionswere United Way designat-
ed fundswhich increasedrom $1,225in 2004 to $3,085in 2005. Matchinggrantsby foundationsalso
increasedrom $863in 2004to $1,385in 2005.

The Land Trust hashadthe opportunityto purchasebeautiful piecesof propertybut hasnot beenableto

dosobecausef limited funds. In addition,eventhoughwe areanorganizatiorrun entirely by volunteers,
our expensegontinueto increaseeachyear The majority of our expensesarerelatedto insuranceprop-

erty maintenancendfeesassociateavith propertyacquisition.

Please consider donating to the Land Trust if you have not aready done so. If you have made a member-
ship contribution this membership year (10/01/05 - 9/30/06), please consider making a donation to our Land
Acquisition Fund. Your contribution will be restricted and used only for the purpose of acquiring open space
property. Also, please remember the Land Trust when you complete your annual United Way contribution
forms. The Land Trust United Way ID Codeis 9517. Our addressis on this newdletter masthead.

Our Statemenbf FinancialPositionat DecembeB1, 2005is asfollows:

Miller C. FeibelEndavmentFund

(restrictedfor educationapurposesandstevardship) $ 162,758
LandAcquisition Fund(restrictedfor the purchaseof land

acquisition- thesefundsare currentlycommittedto acquisitions

undernegotiationat 12/31/05) $ 149,748

OtherRestricted~unds $ 5,080

Unrestricted~unds $ 95,172
Total CashandInvestments $ 412,758

Land (valuedat donor'sappraisedralueor town assessedalue

if donorvaluenot availableor at purchaseprice) $ 3,960,856
Total Land TrustAssets $ 4,373,614
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Membership Update

As residents of Canton, we are fortunate to live in one of Connecticut's most beautiful settings. Our community is
amosaic of colorful landscapes, historic homesteads and canopy covered ridge lines. Whether it's the soothing soli-
tude of the Cherry Brook, the beautiful Farmington River as it winds through Collinsville or afaded red barn in an
open field along Route 179, we all have a favorite site that recalls a time when our world was much less compli-
cated. It islikely what attracts us most to Canton. How many times has your drive to one of life's many obligations
turned to reflection and joy by virtue of a momentary glance at the beauty that surrounds us al? It gives us peace.

Foundedn 1972,the CantonLand Conseration Trusthasworkedtirelesslyto presere valuableopenspacepro-
mote goodforestmanagemenmprotectour preciouswildlife andexpandrecreationabpportunitiesto be enjoyed
by all wholive andwork in ourcommunity Today the CLCT is responsibldor the stawvardshipof over 1400acres.
We owe a significantdebtof gratitudeto thosewho have deededand, andmary otherswho have donatedime,
hardwork andfinancialresourcego presere our forests,wetlands watercoursesandhillsides.

Canton's residents have along standing tradition of community spirit, Yankee ingenuity and intelligent management
of our natural resources. As development and growth encroach on our small community, it is more important than
ever that we work proactively to execute a thoughtful and measured approach to protect the natural beauty and
wildlifein our midst. It isaduty we owe to all who have come before us and a gift to those who will follow.

As MembershipChairpersorfor the Land Trust, | am pleasedo reportthat we now have over 550 individuals,
familiesandbusinessesvho are membersof the Trust. Our membergepresentendifferentstatesn the Union
andcomefrom over 20 separateéowns acrossConnecticutOur Fall MembershipDrive hasyielded25 nevw mem-
bers,andwe have alreadyhadover 150 prior yearmembersespondwith a monetarycontrikution to keeptheir
membershipsn active statusfor the 2006season.

Onbehalfof the CantonLand Conseration Trust, | wish to thankboth our nev membersandactve memberdor
their continuedgenerosityYour decisionto initiate/continueyour membershipwith usis validationof your com-
mitmentto conseration,andatestamento your belief thatthe protectionof our town'sscenicbeauty andunique
geological,ecologicalandhistoric sites,beneits usall.

Therearemary differentoptionsfor giving to the Land Trust. Oneof the moreinterestingdevelopmentsve have
seenin the pastfew yearsis the opportunityfor thosewho contribute annuallyto The United Way to designatea
portionof their UW gift to theLandTrust. This canbeavery corvenientway for youto cover your annualmem-
bership.Shouldyour employer not have a specifc UW codeestablishedor the Land Trustin your United Way
packagethey usuallycancreateonein their systenvery easily

In addition,mary corporationshave createdMatchingGift Programgo encouragemploy/eegiving to local char-
ities andnon-proft serviceorganizationsWe currentlyhave a numberof CLCT membersvho have supplement-
ed their annualmembershipgcontrikution througha Matching Gift from their employers.Again, this becomesa
very effective way for you to enroll your employer in the valuablework of the Land Trust.

On behalfof the CLCT, | would like to extendmy heartfeltappreciatiorto all those, pastand presentwho have
supportedhe Land Trust. It is only throughyour generositythat we have beenableto build oneof the stronger
conserationprogramsn the state.

For thosewho have yetto renev your membershigor he 2006season| am hopefulthatwhatever promptedyou
to give in the pastwill persuadeyou to do so againin the future. Donationscan be sentto CantonLand
Consenration Trust,POBox 41, CantonCenter Ct. 06020-0041.

Thankyou.

Sincerely
ScottMcAlindin, Membeship Chairpeison
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David Leff, among others, spole at the Bicentennial Annual Meeting held at the Canton Center
Congeegational Church January25, 2006. For thoseof youunableto attendthe meetingthe text of his
eloquentand pertinenttalk is reprinted here for your beneit.

How appropriateat this Bicentennialtown meetingthat we gatherto talk aboutCanton'slandscapeand open
spacesthe \ery thing that dres early settlers and led to thewo's incorporation 200 years ago. withose hardy
folks would manel atthe changesn our town today

It only takesa few yearsfor changeto be apparent.Whenl first movedto Cantonover 20 yearsago,Route44
wasa two-laneblacktop. On a foggy night you could ervision the legendaryheadles$renchpaymastegallop-
ing on his horseout of mist that collectedon the CantonGolf Course. During snavstorms,| could ski from my
home in Collinsville, through the village cemetaryand range over hundredsof acresof open woods on
HuckleberryHill.

All of thisis merelya memorytoday

As difficult asit may befor someof usto accept,including myself,changeanddevelopmentin our landscapeés
inevitable. But the form of thatchangethe natureof development,s within our power to influence. And with
the pacechangeacceleratingve haven'ta momentto lose. We arejustin the nick of time.

Cantonresidentdodayhave alast, greatchanceto determinethekind of communityour childrenandgrandchil-
drenwill inherit.

Whatis at stale is notjust the pretty picturein the picturewindow, but thetown'svery senseof itself andedgeof
quality asa placeto live.

From the rapidsof the Farmington River to the fields of CherryBrook Valley andthe ruggedwoodsof Ratlum
Mountain,Cantonis blessedwith aninspiringlandscape.The hills andvalleys of this town, it is said,reminded
early settlersof the timelessbeautyof a SwissCanton,henceour name.

But we neednot lamentwhatwe have lost, ratherwe mustrecognizeandfight for whatwe have andsometimes
take for granted.

The biggestobstacleto openspaceconserationin this town is not the lack of sufficient land useregulationsor
financialwherewithal, althoughthoseareneeded.lIt's the absencef a deepandresoundingcommunityconsen-
sus.

Sure therearegoodwordsaboutopenspacesprinkledthroughthetown'sPlanof ConserationandDevelopment,
anddedicatectitizenshave beenwrestlingwith hilltop andridgelineprotectionregulations. The town hasnego-
tiateda creatve agreementor preseration of CherryBrook Farm, andthe CantonLand Conseration Trustwith

over 1,300acresprotecteds owedthe gratitudeof every resident. Still, therehasnever beena communityman-
datefor the future of Canton'dandscape.

Let'shonorour predecessorgndteachour children, by usingthe Bicentennialtown meetingto kickoff a com-
munity-widediscussiorthatby year'sendwill resultin a sharedvision of how we will stevard our landscapdor
thenext 200years. | urgethe Selectmerto puta processn motion.

And therearemary toolsthatcanassistin forging thathneedectonsensus.

First,acomprehensie resourcenventorythatclearlyandconciselyillustratesour naturalassets.The Farmington
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Valley Biodiversity Projectwasa greatstart,but moreinformationis neededandit mustbefully integratedinto
thelanduseprocessandbe madeeasilyavailableto the public.

Secondglectronicmappingof all thetown'sland useandnaturalresourcedatalayers. Thateffort shouldinclude
a build-out analysiswhich shavs the ultimate consequencesf our zoning. This is critical to our understanding
the choiceswe needto malke.

Third, a rigorousfinancialanalysisof the costsandbeneits of openspace. After readingtheirs,New Hartford
votersapprored $1.5million in openspacebonding.

If we aregoingto usetheseandotherplanningtools effectively, we mustalsolook at theworld alittle different-
ly andembracesomeconceptghat may be counterintuitive.

Fromthestart,we mustrealizethat,asessentiahspurchasingppenspacemaybe,we will notbeableto justbuy
our way to land conseration nirvana. We mustharnesshe forcesof developmentto presere our landandreal-
ize thatconserationanddevelopmentarecomplementanaspectof theinevitable changecommunitiesundego
overtime.

Densityis good. We don'tneedmorediffusedevelopmentthatin turn leavesa significant shareof a propertyas

publicly accessiblempenspace. And we cannotjust have regulationsthat offer clustering. We needa concerted
effort thatprovidesencouragemergndincentvesto engagan suchdevelopmentlik e densitybonusesindexpe-

dited processes.

We needto work with developers,not ostracizehem. Let'sbe clever andfigure outhow doingtheright thing can
save builderstime andmong. Therearecommoninterestssuchasnarrover roads,which both reduceimpervi-
oussurfacesandsave cash. Membersof the conseration communitycanhelp developerswho aregreengaina
marketing edgejust asAudoboncertifieservironmentallyresponsiblegolf courses.Let'sgetdevelopmento cre-
ateopportunitiefor conseration.

Ultimately, if the consensusanbe found, the town mustput significant money whereits trees,farms andwet-
landsare. In thelong run, studyafter studyshaws, it will save tax dollars.

Stategrantscanbe of greatassistanceasthe Land Trustwell knows. Distributing thesedollarsis the bestpart of
my job. But despiteanew fee ondocumentdiled onthelandrecordsthatwill generatever $6 million ayearfor
DEP'sgrantprogram,our bondfund budgetfor openspaces down by abouta third of whatit wasa few years
ago.

Soif you believe thatnaturallandscapearea greatinvestmenin makingour town andstatea goodplaceto live
andraiseafamily, if you understandhatopenspacemprovesthe quality of life andgivesusa competitve edge
for businessyou can'tbe quiet.

You needto let your legislators local officials andthe Governor know thatfundingfor openspaces importantto
you.

Bevigilant atbudgettime, talk it up to neighborsandfriends,atthe supermarktandonthestreet. By all means,
take your kids andgrandkidsfor a walk in the woodsandgetthemexcited aboutthe outdoors becauseecuring
thelandwe needwill take time,andin 10, 15,and20 yearsthey will be amongthe voterswhoseclamormustbe
heard. Whatis at stale is morethana patchof forestor a few acresof wetlands. It is the very identity of this
community

Thelandscapef the future dependon ustoday Let'sseizeour opportunitiesvhile we have themsothatthose
who comeafterus canlook backin admirationat the legagy this generatiorieavesfor all generations.
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SPRING/SUMMER 2006 CALEND AR

April
18 6:30 pm Members' Dinner and Talk by Dr. Robert Thorson
La Trattoria
29 9:00 am Trail Construction -
Volunteers meet at the Canton Center General Store
May
13 9:00 am Christmas Tree Planting
20 10:00 am Bicentennial Parade-Land Trust float
21 1:30 pm Tom Noonan reptile and amphibian talk
Smith Tree Farm
June

4 4:00 pm Annual Business Meeting-Nature Center
Hike to Arnold Property and Potluck Supper



